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Summer food (P. 4)
Deer turn to mesquite beans in drought.

Taxidermists gather (P. 4)
Convention holds contests, seminars.

Fishing on calmer days (P. 8)
Coastal anglers catching trout, drum and tripletail.

A crappie hotspot (P. 8)
Lake Palestine reliable, not as crowded.
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Fishing the surf for 
trout, reds

By Robert Sloan
For Lone Star outdoor newS

This time of summer, the 
surf can be green to the beach, 
bringing some excellent fish-

ing for trout and a few scat-
tered redfish. 

Guide Charlie Paradoski said 
the best fishing in the surf on 
the middle Texas coast is when 
a variable wind results in 1-foot 
waves along the beach.

“To hit it right you have to 
watch the weather, and when 

it does get right you have got to 
be ready to go,” Paradoski said. 
“That can be a pretty good run 
from Matagorda Harbor where 
I keep my boat. But when the 
surf is green, the top-water bite 
can be some of the best of the 
entire year.”

The guide runs his boat par-

allel to the Matagorda Island 
beach, looking for birds and 
baitfish working in the first 
and second guts. 

“Sometimes the best bite 
will be in the first gut,” Para-
doski said. “That’s where you 
are more than likely going to 
find both trout and reds. But 

By Nate Skinner
For Lone Star outdoor newS

With the summer heat, most 
bass anglers are focusing their 
efforts during the early morn-
ing and late evening hours.  
Stretches of water with offshore 
structure have been providing 
consistent action, but surpris-
ingly enough, many anglers are 
also having good success catch-
ing green fish up in shallow 

waters. A variety of bait presen-
tations are producing strikes, 
depending on the water depth.

Lake Fork guide Greg Hill has 
been finding some solid large-
mouths from 3 to 7 pounds 
over bluegill beds in 5 to 10 feet 
of water.

“Stretches that have long 
humps that are similar to old 
pond dams have been the tick-
et lately,” Hill said. “These areas 

might be surrounded by deeper 
water on either side, with the 
hump portion being as shal-
low as 5 to 6 feet. The beds are 
located on these shallow flats 
or dams and there are plenty 
of bass feeding in and around 
them.”

Hill spots these shallower ar-
eas with bluegill beds by using 
side imaging sonar.

“Using today’s electronics, 

Bass both shallow, deep

Taking advantage of  
green water

Translocated pronghorn 
move through  

modified fences

By Nate Skinner
For Lone Star outdoor newS

Erin O’Connell, a graduate research as-
sistant at the Borderlands Research Insti-
tute (BRI) at Sul Ross State University, is 
studying the movements and behaviors of 
pronghorn while conducting a Pronghorn 
Restoration Behavior project with a team 
of BRI colleagues. This study will provide 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
and landowners with insight to improve 
the future of pronghorn restoration efforts 

Finding 
greener 
pastures

Erin O’Connell performs telemetry to find a collared 
pronghorn on the Rocker B Ranch by using a radio 
antenna and receiver that picks up a signal emitted 
from the GPS collar. Photo by Kai Yun Lai.

When the water is clear to the beach, anglers are 
finding speckled trout and redfish, often fishing 
top-water lures. Photo by Robert Sloan, for Lone 
Star Outdoor News. Right, Heidi Sweet shows her 
personal best 26-inch red drum she caught while 
using a live croaker. Photo by David J. Sams, Lone 
Star Outdoor News.

Mike Laubauch caught this smallmouth bass on a 
small swimbait along a shallow, rocky point while 
fishing with guide Hunter Jenkins on Lake Texoma. 
Photo by Hunter Jenkins.
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in West Texas.
“Pronghorn have gradually faded from 

the West Texas landscape,” she said. “Many 
factors have caused this decrease in popu-
lations over time, including drought, re-
strictive fencing, and anthropogenic ex-
pansion, all of which contribute to habitat 
loss. Overgrazing, parasites, habitat frag-
mentation, fawn predation and food avail-
ability also played a role in their decline.”

In 2011, TPWD began a long-term pro-
gram to restore pronghorn in the Trans-Pe-
cos region. They began by partnering with 
the Borderlands Research Institute, the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation, land-
owners and other conservation organiza-
tions. Efforts to restore pronghorn popu-
lations are now being explored on several 
private ranches in the Trans-Pecos through 
translocations.

“Restoration efforts can be challenging 
to implement,” O’Connell said, “especial-
ly when animals must be translocated, or 
moved from areas with surplus populations 
to areas where they could possibly enhance 
declining populations. The behaviors of 
translocated pronghorn versus those of res-
ident or native pronghorn are not well un-
derstood. So, a big part of our project has 
focused on how the movements between 
translocated pronghorn and resident 
pronghorn differ, based on data transmit-
ted from collars, worn by both translocated 
and resident animals.”

O’Connell said understanding how 
pronghorn move is essential, because their 
movements provide insight into post-
translocation pronghorn behavior and spa-
cial use.  Her efforts have focused on ana-
lyzing the movements of both translocated 
and resident pronghorn on the Rocker B 
Ranch.

“Pronghorn strongly rely on their mem-
ory of the landscape by using what we refer 
to as a cognitive map, to choose their habi-
tat,” O’Connell said. “We initially thought 
that translocated pronghorn were going 
to learn from resident pronghorn in order 
to develop their cognitive map when they 
were placed on a new landscape, by ben-
efiting from the residents’ experience.”

Instead, O’Connell said they learned 
translocated pronghorn readily crossed 

modified fences and moved freely through-
out the ranch, while residents did not ex-
hibit the same behavior.  

“Collar data showed that translocated 
pronghorn were significantly more willing 
to go through or across fences with modi-
fications that made them easier for them 
to cross, when compared to the movement 
data gathered from resident pronghorn 
that had collars,” O’Connell explained.  
“Our guess is the memory of past restric-
tion along fences before modifications were 
implemented still limited their use of the 
landscape. This is of great concern to biolo-
gists and land managers, because without 
connectivity between pronghorn popula-
tions across the landscape, it becomes in-
creasingly more difficult to increase their 
numbers when physical barriers like fences 
hinder their movement.”

O’Connell said the level of disregard the 
translocated pronghorn showed toward 
fences is advantageous, as they are not re-
stricted to the boundaries of a single pas-
ture.

“This allows them to be more selective, 
and to better balance the energetic costs 
and risks of moving more to find certain 
resources,” she said. “It also allows them to 
colonize areas beyond the limits of the res-
ident population, expanding the species’ 
range in the state. Translocated pronghorn 
just might be able to teach the residents 
something new about finding greener pas-
tures, if they can teach them to cross fences 
the way they willingly do.”

O’Connell’s research and monitoring of 
pronghorn is ongoing. As the project con-
tinues, she hopes to learn more about the 
social behaviors of pronghorn and wants to 
see how these behaviors change or evolve 
as the translocated populations and resi-
dent populations mix.  

“I am also going to focus on their move-
ments and habitat selection in response to 
the development of oil and gas infrastruc-
ture on the landscape,” she said. “I want to 
see how much the activity from the day-to-
day operations of the old and gas industry 
on the landscape will affect what portions 
of the terrain they will use.”

Moving pronghorn
Continued from page 1

Erin O’Connell, a graduate assistant at the Borderlands Research Institute, has been studying pronghorn 
movement and behavior as a part of restoration efforts on the Rocker B Ranch. Photo by Kai Yun Lai.

Lubbock Sportsman’s Club 
Chapter of Dallas Safari Club 

LUBBOCK MEMORIAL CIVIC CENTER
IN THE EXHIBIT HALL -- MORE ROOM!! MORE SEATING!! 

MORE VENDORS AND OUTFITTERS!! MORE FUN!!

DOORS OPEN AT 4PM
YOU’RE INVITED TO ATTEND A GALA EVENT TO HELP PROMOTE, 

PROTECT AND PRESERVE OUR HUNTING HERITAGE. 
Proceeds will fund local, state, and national pro-hunting government affairs, conservation, 

youth education, and public relations campaigns. Do your part to save hunting. 

For ticket information go to: www.lubbocksportsman.com or call 806.789.2441 
PRESENTED BY PEOPLES BANK

JOIN US FOR THE

HUNTERS’Banquet & Auction
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 2022

LUBBOCK SPORTSMAN’S CLUB 
CHAPTER OF DALLAS SAFARI CLUB

“During the breeding season, the dominant bull or “Master of The Herd,” actively maintains his harem of  mature cows from the advances of opportunistic rival 
bulls. His large stature and relentless instincts to protect ensure the strength of his lineage for many bountiful years to come. This painting is one from my bison 

in the snow series and it unveils what it would feel like to standoff against the “Master of The Herd.” - John Banovich

Summer largemouths
Continued from page 1

these beds stick out like a sore thumb,” 
he said.

Large 10-inch worms, swimbaits that 
mimic bluegill, crankbaits, and spinner 
baits in a bluegill color pattern have been 
producing bites.

“Anything that looks like a bluegill 
coming up off of the bottom works well,” 
Hill said.

Mike McFarland has been targeting 
deeper areas on Lake Fork to catch qual-
ity fish. 

“Offshore structure like long points, 
ledges, road beds and bridge pilings in 16 
to 22 feet of water have held steady ac-
tion,” McFarland said. “Most of the best 
fish are being caught on big worms in 
plum and red shad color patterns.  Foot-
ball jigs and swing head jigs with crea-
ture baits have been working well, too.”

McFarland said a lot of the have been 
in the 3- to 5-pound range with an occa-
sional 6- to 9-pounder mixed in.

On Lake Lewisville, guide Brandon Dil-
lard said shallow rip-rap in 2 to 4 feet of 
water adjacent to deeper water has been 
holding some fish during the early morn-
ing hours. 

“Top-waters and square-billed crank-
baits have been the ticket along the shal-
lows,” he said.  

Rock piles and brush piles in 12 to 20 
feet of water also have been holding larg-
er bass.

“The fish I’m catching up shallow are 
in the 2 to 3 pound range, but we are see-
ing fish in the 4 to 9 pound range out 
deep,” Dillard said. “Texas-rigged soft 
plastics, jigs and flutter spoons have been 
the best bait presentations over deeper 
structure.”

Offshore structure like rock piles and 

rocky points on Lake Grapevine are also 
starting to concentrate larger bass.

“Structure in 6 to 18 feet of water has 
been pretty good on Grapevine lately,” 
Dillard said.

Guide Hunter Jenkins is still finding 
good numbers of largemouth and small-
mouth bass up shallow on Lake Texoma.  

“A lot of these fish are in less than 2 to 
3 feet of water,” Jenkins said. “Buzzbaits, 
small swimbaits, chatterbaits, and any-
thing that moves quickly and will draw 
a reaction strike has been getting bit up 
shallow.”

Shallow points and the backs of coves 
and pockets have been productive, as 
well as rocky banks and areas with lay 
downs, logs, and wooden structure.

“These fish are holding super tight to 
the bank,” he said.  “Most of the fish are 
in the 2 to 4-pound range, and the small-
mouths and largemouths are mixed in 
together.”

Shallow structure on Lake Bonham has 
also been working well.

“Later in the day, any structure along 
the bank that creates shade has been 
holding fish,” Jenkins said.

On Lake LBJ, guide Travis Cockerham 
has been fishing in the mouths of creeks 
and catching bass in about a foot of wa-
ter.

“Big top-water lures have been work-
ing well early and late, and square-billed 
crankbaits have been the best bet dur-
ing the midday hours,” Cockerham 
said. “Texas-rigged soft plastics pitched 
around docks have also been catching 
plenty of bass.”

Cockerham also fished Choke Canyon 
Reservoir recently, and the bass were 
shallow and hitting frogs and wake baits.

have something to do with that, but for the 
most part I’ll keep moving around until I 
find the fish I’m looking for.”

His approach to crappie fishing has a lot 
to do with the electronics on his boat. 

“The LiveScope is a big help on just about 
every day I’m on the water,” he said. “It’s a 
big help in locating where the crappie are. 
Sometimes they will be on top of the brush, 
or off the side. It used to be that we used a 
buoy to mark the brush pile and then fish 
until we find them. That’s-old school now. 
With today’s electronics, I can locate crap-
pie and precisely fish a jig or minnow right 
with them. No wasted time.”

Benson mostly fishes with jigs, and hair 
jigs are his favorite. But on some days the 
plastic jigs will work. The small 1/16-ounce 
jigs are his favorite. They are about 1 1/4 

inches long. His reels are spooled with 
20-pound test braided line that has the di-
ameter of 6-pound mono.

“I don’t use a leader,” he said. “The 
braided line is so thin the fish don’t seem 
to mind it. I don’t normally use live min-
nows. But there are days when the fish are 
reluctant to hit a jig. In that situation I’ll 
cut a minnow in half and attach the tail 
section to a jig. In the clear water I’ll use 
white/chartreuse or shad-colored jigs. In 
stained water I like a black/chartreuse or 
blue/chartreuse.”

His heaviest crappie from Palestine 
weighed 2 1/2 pounds. 

The lake, 15 miles southwest of Tyler, 
covers more than 25,000 acres and is lo-
cated on the Neches River.

Slabs in the heat
Continued from page 8


