
Scaled quail (Callipepla squamata) are the most widely distributed species of quail in West Texas, but their 
populations have declined since the 1960s. This decline is likely due to habitat loss and habitat fragmentation, 
among many other factors. Little is known about their life history response to oil & gas development in the Permian 
Basin of Texas. This ecological region is not commonly studied; therefore, Trans-Pecos and Rolling Plains scaled quail 
studies are often applied in the region. Brooke’s project seeks to investigate habitat preference, nesting habits and 
survival across three gradients of energy development (i.e., an undeveloped site, a medium developed site and a 
highly developed site). From this study, we can develop a more comprehensive understanding of how oil and gas 
development is affecting scaled quail populations in the Permian Basin.
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Brooke was raised on the Texas Gulf Coast, in Baytown, Texas. At 11 years old, she fell in love with the natural world 
after visiting Yellowstone National Park with her family. Her interest in conversation led her to obtain her bachelor’s 
degree in environmental science from The University of Texas at Austin. After graduation, she interned for The 
Nature Conservancy in Arkansas and Bamberger Ranch Preserve in central Texas. These experiences helped her 
narrow down her career interest to wildlife biology. She then traversed across the country to Nevada and southern 
Idaho to work with greater sage-grouse in the Great Basin and then to western Oklahoma to trap northern bobwhite 
quail. There, her love for game bird ecology was born. She is grateful to continue her passion through pursuing her 
Master of Science degree in Range & Wildlife Management from Sul Ross State University under the guidance of Dr. 
Ryan Luna.
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