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17. I attended UTEP and EPCC before coming to
Sul Ross as a Junior to major in biology. Though
Sul Ross was not my first choice as a university, it
has been the one I have enjoyed the most.
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Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) are a widely dispersed big game species economically important in the
western United States. They are the largest bodied native deer species inhabiting Texas. Mule deer have
exhibited population fluctuations throughout their western range over the past years. They tend to be
solitary, but when groups are formed, they are known to vary seasonally, and depending on habitat condition.
To help supplement nutrients during dry years, or in places where habitat quality is lacking, ranchers and
managers provide protein feed to mule deer and other species. The purpose of my project is to: 1) compare
hourly and seasonal use of free-choice protein feeders by mule deer; 2) assess mule deer demographics (i.e.,
bucks, does, fawns, or mixed groups) utilizing feeders; and 3) evaluate mule deer tendencies to form groups
at feeder sites. Data from this study will help managers and biologists have a better understanding of mule
deer supplemental feed utilization, and the potential benefits and implications it may cause.
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