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Thesis Project: Desert Mule Deer Translocation and Restoration Efforts in the Trans-Pecos
Mule deer numbers at Black Gap WMA and surrounding areas have decreased since the late 1980s and remain
relatively low compared to other areas of the Trans-Pecos, while in the past this area had some of the densest mule
deer numbers in the Trans-Pecos. The mule deer herds at the Black Gap WMA and surrounding areas have never
rebounded from the last prolonged drought of the late-1990s and early-2000s, while almost all other herds in the
Trans-Pecos did. The objective of this study is to restore mule deer to Black Gap and surrounding areas by
translocation. We will be comparing movement/home ranges, survival, and habitat selection between mule deer
that have been hard released vs. others that have been soft released.

