David Price Rumbelow, M.S. Thesis Candidate
My name is David Price Rumbelow. I am from Van, a small town in
east Texas. I moved to Alpine Texas in 2009 to attend Sul Ross State
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Thesis Project: Human and Puma: Use and Interaction in the Chisos Mountains, Big Bend National
Park

Puma (Puma concolor) spark apprehension, curiosity, and fascination in the minds of the people who coexist with
them. Most people never will see a puma because of their nocturnal habits and elusive nature. One of the few
places where someone can have a chance to see a puma in the wild is Big Bend National Park (BIBE). The Chisos
Basin developed area in BIBE is an example of human development in puma habitat. Puma occur throughout BIBE
but the Chisos Mountain Zone (CMZ) provides the highest likelihood of a human – puma encounter. The purpose of
this project is to study puma movement, habitat selection, and prey selection along with human use patterns in the
CMZ of BIBE. To this end puma in and around the CMZ will be captured using trained hounds and live traps,
sedated with a Ketamine (100mg/ml) - Medetomidine (10mg/ml) combination i.m., and fitted with satellite linked
G.P.S. transmitting collars. Data gathered will be used to show how human use affects puma habits and determine
spatially and temporally where an encounter is most likely to occur.

